DESIGN

HOTEL BLOOM!

BLOSSOMING

rassels i boring et face i, tha
popalar legend wonhd Rave it Famous, these days

more for being the centre of Esrravcrecy and the
home of complex NATO discussions, caly the cognos-
hidden jewel of Earope. Deadpan.

other. Even better for the bouche trendy Brusselears that their city
4svads the obrvious trappangs of s cheap tourist destination
Until very recently. the bocal Rotelierie matched with the official version:
ull multinations] chains 8 10 serve any MEP' ke of wipe-clean hxury.
But o the heart of s new wave of bowtique and design hotels to hit the city
ol Manneken Pis, is Hotel Bloom! and the exclamation mark is all part of
1m0t 50 much & statement a4 » demand.
7 Once itaelf a rather frumpy chain hotel on 8 prime site besides the his-
rica) city-centre Botanical Gardens. Hotel Bloom! revmerged (rom the
o a cuple o years ago on the hasis of a mew concept. revitalized aod en-
tirely unrecognizable. Tobe more sccurate, i actually isvolves a mumber
of concepts. some of which relate more specifically 1o he hotel's provi-
siom of accommadation and conference (acilities and others of which are
sbout diniag. drinking snd entertainment. irregardiess of whether you've
booked in or ot
7 1n many ways. the concept thst Hotel Bloom! has spplied might even be
1d to be shout taking negative clichés and (urning them into positives.
The ame technocracy for which Brussels has come to stand -'at the heart
of Europe’ s ne of the key bdens that it took when considering what it
wanted 1o ofer. Then I turned it on ts head.
7 BLIA. for example, bs exactly the kind of nebolous network of Exrope-

OLLABORATION

an scademic nstitutions that usaally has very little day-to-dsy meaning
In the lives of Exropeans. The stuff of official culture and offcial press
releascs - in all oficia) European Community languages- It's a classic
cxample of the kind of sprawiing collaboration that ks rarely believed to
manifest

1 has become something tangible: samething res

/5o what a ? Without gaing Ento all the detalls, it's basically a network
o 350 European universities and higher education institutions offering
education in art and design. And. t's to this rather administrative entity
that Hotel Bloom! threw down the challenge of coming up with murals
for ts rooms 1o make it something other than the usual Brussels botel.
7 The result is unique. Whether one recoils {n distaste or marvels in
sdmiration. is all part of the fun. Love them or hate them, you cannot
argue with the reality that what ELIA has done with the rooms of Bloom!
5 1o create a place to stay that Is . Drawlng on the takents of
students and gradostes (rom Beatislava (o the UK, Belgium to Belarus,
over 280 rooms of Hotel Moom! have been turned over Lo the visions of
primarily young Earopean talent. More specifically, each room features
2 unique mural created by one of the participants in the ELIA project.

7 The basic aspects of furniture and furnishings remain the unifying
feature throughout. The cool whites and sleek lines of the moderne
furniture offer a stylish three-dimensional canvas for the murals,

Painted onto the walls s the head of cach beu. From the represen-
Lational 1o the deflantly abstract, goests can spend hours com-

paring notes on each other’s murals in the sleek chic of the
reception arca or over a (resh breakfast in the colourful
breakfast dining room. Although Vs not always pos-

sible, naturally Hotel Blooe! tries to sccommedate

fmests Individual Lastes: he website offers s ds-

tabase of images of the individual rooms (rom
‘which one can make a preferred slection.
7 In effect, what Hotel Bloom! has dose is to take »
rather faceless organization - s bu: structure
for transnational educational cooperation- and turn it into.
aliving manifestation; something in which we can literally see
the impact of a far brosder European collsboration. Esch room
has become a highly personal conversation between one artist from
somewhere within the associated regions and the everchanging roster
of guests who might oceupy the space temporarily. Furthermore, Hotel
Bloom! has been meticulous in easuring that the (ndividual artists do sot
remain anonymous. Each of the rooms contains an elegantly prescated
statement about the artist and the work within it Participation has, in
various Instances, resulted in further opportunlties or commissions for
the artists.
7 Bat, concurrent with these laudable aspects of the project, Bloom!
s very much a functioning hotel. It has same of the coolest conference
facilities In Brussels -that prove particularly populac with those i the
fashion and design industries- aad high-end bealth and ftness facilties.
all managed by a polite and sttentive stafl. The street leve s also bome
t0 Smoods, e resident bar and restaurant which takes on s clubby twist
from each Thursday to Sunday.
7 As with the conceptfor the rooms, Semoods b somet hing of s ame with
llrn«ypﬂ.Inlhh::-t.l«uuplmlnnmﬁkz-d:ﬂ"ﬁ
iy’ for different cultures and social groups.
ity repuation s  mehingpo foe difred ot e s
‘cach representing a differet mood. They range from the Mid-
dle-Eastern lanterns of Bazar’ to the Aaufe bourgeois parody of uimz
the riot of blooms of ‘Flawer Power’ 1o the conspicuous coasumption

“Bling Bling’. The kdea bs that one picks an sppropriste mood s then
onder something rom the mems (o complement or costrast.

/ Naturally, the fusion mewe. with  generally bealtty aod crisp feel o .
draves it inspiration from a rangs of culsines, s mamber of them evelend
by the represented ‘islasds’ For crample there are sods ta light Jopa-
mene classics vuch 3 ashis hrough to the Fodicros 4-carst gokd -
enade of g s olives with gokd spriakies, bread with orangs perfume’.
0 doubt Inspired by Bling Bling. But, (here are also mumerous optioss
for hose In earch of mare traditions! fare such ss sea basa, guines fowt.
veal o the percnnial hambarger. Almost all, however, show 2 certain
fusion fair for umall tesches that rousd off the refereaces b the evecs-
tive moods o ofer; he sest o ise; the tang of mint or the sacculence
ol tresh manga

7 Depite the sleck finishes of the entirely designed interior and s mesa
hat shows equal hought aad sttemtion 1o el Semoendsremaios playful
and welcoming. as mech » venwe for & relased cockiail as same serious
digestion. In keeping with purturing s reputation as  vibrand sad fun
hawnt, appesling o locals snd viskors alike, he mesic cancrpt - ad the




